
Video #2 Note Sheet 
The Future of the Church – Opening remarks 

3 generational cohorts: 45 & Under 

60  & older  

45 – 60 = one to pay particular attention to 

Instead of letting some inevitable future overwhelm us, we can _______________ in making 
it happen. 

Experiments: 

1. No one is going to start suddenly coming to church because you change the music. 
a. People will come to church because they are _________________________ by 

someone they _______________. 
b. Cringe factor: what you notice only when you bring a guest. 

2. If they do come when we ask, don’t expect that they all will ___________________. 
 
 
Church is its own _________________. Some like it and some don’t.  
 
What if our goal is not to get them to join us, but it is to ask how we can help people come 

into a vital relationship with ___________________? Then the sky’s the limit! 
 
Possibilities other than Sunday morning: 
1. Thursday night dinner party with resources for meaningful discussion. 
2. Spiritual Support Group made up of people from different demographic groups. 
3. Thinking about how to create an invitation that people who turn it down feel like 

they are missing something. 
 
Think of the church, not as a ________________________, but as an interstate 

__________________, where we stop, get fueled up and get back on the road. 
 
The nature of the church is to be ______________________. 
The nature of this new Christianity is to be ______________________. 
 
 
Great Britain: the idea of Kirk and Chicks 

The role of the chicks: 
 

The role of the kirk: 
 
 
 
 



So our task is to make the leap of  __________________. 
 
At the same time, ministering to those who will not be a part of the worshipping community 

and will not contribute to it is not financially viable on its own. 
 
Answer: It is not either/or. Can we divide the church work? 
 
1. On the one hand, we can attend to those who are in church and nurture them into 

being the very best disciples of Jesus that they can be.  
2. On the other is the group who have left church, and their children. We can track them 

down and really listen to them. 
3. Recognize and deal with the fact that there are those who are in the church who are 

keeping those who have left away. Fundamentalism does not work. 

 

David Lose asks about the generational shift in motivation. 

The Greatest Generation is motivated by a sense of _________________.  

Today’s generation of parents are so overwhelmed by possibilities and obligations that they 
need to make choices about everything, so they are the generation of 
________________________. 

In order to participate in anything, it needs to mean something to them. And it has led to 
talking about this group as not wanting to commit to anything. 

But the reality is that they are committing in big numbers to things like 
_________________________. 

So why these groups and not church? 

In a post-Christendom world, there is no social __________ to be gained by going to church. 
There used to be. 

There is a social _______________ to be gained by showing up at the rink/pool/field/studio 
etc. 

It is a question of being socially “in” or “out”.  

 

How do we define “success”? 

Pimping for God/Mission – how do you see it? 

Don’t despair! We are dealing in God’s work! God will not be _____________!! 

 
One reason people take their kids to soccer/hockey practice is that they _____________ 

something there. What does a person know that they will _______________ at 
church, or get better at there? If we can’t answer that question as a church, that 
might be a problem. 



 
What are the short term and long term benefits of choosing for example swimming over 

confirmation? 
Brian McLaren answers this in the context of the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. What does 

he say? 
 
 
The breakdown of civility – the languages of politics and religion coming together has 

brought down both.  
 
Maybe this whole disintegration is a gift from the Holy Spirit to help us get ______________ 

and do a better ______________ this time. 
 
Our task is the formation of a Christian ________________________ and a Christian 

__________________________. 
 
Examples follow:  
Burundi 
New monastic groups influencing whole communities 
Church basement basic courses (noting conservative and progressive differences) 
 
Questions people are asking 
Versus 
Questions the church is answering 

We need to __________________ to people! 
 
How do we connect the Bible with what is going on in real life? How do we help people see 

themselves in the Biblical story? 
 
 
The dynamism of the Bible is in the tension of the stories. 

Judges and Ruth 
David who kills Goliath, and can’t build the Temple because he is a man of bloodshed 


